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orchestra, the rungs of a ladder, the honey of the bee and the
radii of the circle. While the first and the second analogies
fail to bring out the integrity of each religion, the third is not
relished by the faiths that are placed on the lower rungs of the
ladder. It is the last that recognises the autonomy of each
faith and its equality in the federal scheme. Every religion
radiates from God and leads its followers to the divine centre-
All sects and systems gravitate towards God and when the
centre is reached, there is no more return to the world of
raga'dvesa. The harmony of religions from a philosophical
point of view can therefore be derived from the synthetic truths
of Vedanta. The nature of God or Brahman is an absolute self-
valid truth, though the concept of God as Brahman may
vary with faiths and philosophies. Spiritual experimentation
is an essential condition of God-realization, whether it is
generated by jfiana, bhakti, yoga or karma, and every one has
an instinct for the Infinite. If religious experiences promote
satvic quality and social solidarity, they are all practically alike-

Ramakrsna was the embodiment of this ideal in the
mystic manner of Nammazhvar. No man ever thirsted more
for a universal God and realized Him in His various aspects
and in varying religious moods. His whole being was immersed
in the ecstasy of God-consciousness.  When the tremendous
energy that is in the instincts and intelligence is liberated and
directed Godward, there is generated an irrepressible and
irresistible longing for God. When the worldly mind is tired
of work and worry, of raging passion and tormenting thought,
and is depressed by the tragic failure of art, science and
philosophy, there is generated a thirst for That which
eludes intellectual grasp, plays hide and seek with it, tears
and tortures it. Is That in the rolling river, the blowing
storm or the roaring cataract or is It in the reposing mountain,